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WHY OWN A COOPER KING CASK?

the COOPER KING story

THE CASK OFFER

Provenenace. Quality. Exclusivity.

Locally grown Yorkshire barley will be traditionally floor malted in England’s oldest 
working maltings, before being mashed and fermented at the distillery, then distilled in our 
beautiful 900 litre Tasmanian copper pot still - the only one of its kind in Europe. On-site 
maturation follows, in casks coopered by the country’s only independent Master Cooper.

This will create an authentic and truly unique English whisky focussed on flavour and 
traceability. The resulting whisky can be traced from farm to bottle and will boast a flavour 
profile unlike any other in the UK, thanks to inspiration drawn from our experiences in 
Tasmania.

To celebrate the launch of whisky production here at Cooper King we are releasing a very 
limited number of casks for private purchase.

We are Abbie and Chris, once a scientist and an architect, and now the founders of 
England’s most exciting new distillery. In 2014, a desire to leave the rat race led us across 
the globe to Australia in search of sun, sand and adventure. It is here we fell in love with 
Tasmanian whisky, and learnt how they came to make the World’s Best Single Malt Whisky. 

Inspired by the ingenuity and determination of the Tasmanian whisky distillers and 
compelled by our love of good whisky, we made it our mission to bring their ethos back 
home. We’ve now set up a truly independent, family owned self-built distillery right here in 
Yorkshire.

Taught by Bill Lark, the godfather of Tasmanian whisky, and armed with a wealth of 
knowledge gathered from across Tasmania’s now internationally acclaimed distilleries 
and beyond, we’ll settle for making nothing less than authentic spirit, unshackled from 
tradition. 

The Cask Offer comprises a 100-litre first-fill ex-bourbon cask, filled with new make spirit 
distilled at Cooper King Distillery, and full-term maturation in our insured on-site bonded 
warehouse. You are welcome to visit your cask by appointment and on Cask Owners’ 
Days.

Maturing in small casks provides an excellent wood-to-spirit ratio, creating a rich, full-
bodied whisky in 3 to 5 years. We will provide you with a 100ml sample from your cask 
each year so you can taste your spirit as it matures, and the cask is yours to keep after 
maturation. We will advise when your spirit is at its best, before hand bottling and labelling 
at the distillery. 

This is a unique opportunity to own a part of English whisky history, and we look forward 
to welcoming you to the Cooper King family.
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ADDITIONAL BENEFITS

PRICING

In addition to owning your own cask of maturing spirit, you will also receive a Cask 
Owner’s Toolbox which includes an embossed membership certificate, a signed letter 
from the distillery founders, and Cooper King whisky glasses, tasting notebooks and lapel 
badges, with enough for you to share amongst friends. An exclusive Cask Owner’s jacket 
will also be included. 

Finally, for the duration of your cask ownership you will also benefit from a 10% discount 
off future purchases at the distillery and online, have access to future special single cask 
bottlings, a complimentary tour of the distillery and exclusive access to Cask Owners’ 
Days, held at the distillery.

The price is £2,200 per cask and includes the cost of the new make spirit, the cask itself, 
warehousing and insurance for a period of up to 5 years from the date the cask is filled. 

Please find below an outline of estimated cask ownership costs. The only sum required to 
secure your cask is the price of the cask. The remaining costs, including Duty and VAT, are 
payable after maturation.

Prices and rates are correct as of October 2018. Bottling strength

46% abv circa 60% abv

Estimated number of 70cl bottles 167 128

Initial Cost

Cask price, including 5 years warehousing and insurance £2200 £2200

Estimated Final Costs

Bottling and labelling charge (current rate £3.50/bottle) £585 £448

Duty on estimated alcohol yield (current rate £28.74/litre pure alcohol) £1545 £1545

VAT on Initial and Final Costs (current rate 20%) £866 £839

Sub-total £2996 £2832

Estimated total cost of cask ownership £5196 £5032
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tERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. CONTRACT OF SALE
a. The signed and completed Cask Order Form, acknowledgment by Cooper King Distillery and these Terms and Conditions comprise the 
contract of sale for the purchase of a cask filled with new make spirit (“the Cask”) between Cooper King Distillery Company Limited, a 
company registered in England under number 10135055 whose registered office is The Old Stable, Stillington Road, Sutton-on-the-Forest, 
York, YO61 1EH, England (also referred to as “Cooper King Distillery”, “the Distillery”, “us”, “our” or “we”) and the customer whose details 
appear on the Cask Order Form (also referred to as “the Owner”, “you” or “your”). 
b. The production period for the Cask Sales referred to in this document is the 12 month period commencing on 1st January 2019 and 
ending on 31st December 2019 (the “Production Year”), and is the period in which the purchased Casks will be filled.
c. This contract of sale is governed by English Law and you and we agree to and accept the exclusive jurisdiction of the English Courts in 
respect of any matters arising from it.

2. OWNERSHIP
a. The Casks are available for purchase in the UK only by an individual who is of legal age for consuming and purchasing alcoholic beverages 
in the UK. Casks are sold for the purposes of whisky enthusiasts to become part of the Cooper King story, and are not to be viewed as an 
investment opportunity or bought with the intention of selling on, either as a whole cask or as individual bottles.
b. Syndicates may be formed at the discretion of the Owner. However, we require a single point of contact who is of legal age for consuming 
and purchasing alcoholic beverages in the UK and who will be the legal owner of the Cask. Full contact details must be supplied at the time 
of purchase on the Cask Sales Form. It is the Owner’s responsibility to keep us informed of any change of contact details.
c. Once the Cask has been filled and laid down for maturation you will be sent a certificate of ownership. You will then be deemed to have 
taken title. 
d. Except in the case of inheritance, ownership cannot be transferred without the Distillery’s consent in writing. Ownership may only be 
transferred to another single, named individual who is of legal age for consuming and purchasing alcoholic beverages in the UK. Upon 
transfer of ownership, the new owner shall be deemed to be bound by these Terms and Conditions. A £50 administration fee shall be 
payable on each change of ownership.
e. In the unlikely event that the Distillery do not approve the transfer, the Distillery may purchase the Cask back from the Owner at the 
original price. 

3. CASK AND CONTENTS
a. A very limited number of Casks will be made available for sale in winter 2018, and are offered on a first come, first served basis. The 
number of Casks released for sale in any given period is at the discretion of the Distillery.
b. The Casks on offer are 100-litre first-fill ex-bourbon casks, coopered by England’s only independent master cooper and filled with new 
make spirit distilled at Cooper King Distillery on a 900 litre Tasmanian copper pot still, using traditional floor-malted Yorkshire barley. 
c. In exceptional circumstances it may be necessary to make changes to the specification of this and future Cask offers due to changes in 
availability of materials and labour. The Distillery will update these terms to reflect any changes and notify any affected parties.
d. Each Cask will be named by the Cask Owner and the name will be stencilled or branded on the Cask head (following Distillery approval). 
The Owner retains ownership of the empty cask after maturation and bottling. 
e. After bottling, the Owner has 1 month in which to collect their empty cask from the distillery. After this period the distillery will take 
ownership of the cask.

4. PRICE AND PAYMENT
a. The price is £2,200 per Cask and includes the cost of the new make spirit and the cask itself. Warehousing, insurance (for provision of a 
replacement Cask in the event of loss) and repairs (which covers work required in the event of a leak, and replacement of any spirit lost as 
a result of such leakage) is also included, for a period of up to 5 years from the date the Cask is filled. 
b. Casks are sold on a first come first, served basis, limited to one Cask per customer per offer, unless agreed otherwise with Cooper King 
Distillery. Once we receive your signed and completed Cask Order Form in the post we will provide you with an acknowledgment via email 
and request you to make payment via bank transfer. Payment in full is required to secure your Cask, with the amount owed to be cleared in 
our business bank account within 5 working days. Please notify us when payment has been made, and we will inform you when payment has 
cleared. If payment has not cleared within 5 working days we will contact the next prospective Owner on the list.
c. Payment for bottling and labelling is due when the spirit is ready for bottling at the prevailing rate; currently £3.50 + VAT per bottle. 
Bottling and labelling charges may fluctuate. A fixed price of £500 + VAT can be added to the Cask price and paid upfront.
d. Excise Duty (Duty) and VAT are due for payment after the Cask has been bottled and the finished goods (bottled whisky) are ready to be 
removed from the bonded warehouse. Duty is the charge levied by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) based on the percentage 
of pure alcohol per bottle of whisky. The current rate in the UK is £28.74 per litre of pure alcohol (valid at October 2018) which equates 
to £9.25 per 70cl bottle at 46% abv.
e. VAT is currently 20%. This is charged on the original purchase price of the Cask, bottling and labelling charges and Duty.
f. Both Duty and VAT are subject to change by the UK Government. If any future legislation affects the VAT payable on Casks stored under 
bond, the Distillery reserves the right to charge the applicable VAT rate at any time.

5. MATURATION AND SAMPLES
a. Each Cask will be filled with new make spirit at our filling strength of circa 63.5% abv. The nominal capacity of each Cask is 100 bulk litres, 
though each Cask will have a slightly different capacity. We will provide the exact fill volume on your certificate of ownership.
b. The Casks will be matured on site at the Distillery for the entire maturation period. The Distillery will advise when the spirit is deemed 
to have reached maturity (the “Recommended Date”) and is ready to bottle. The Owner can request for further maturation at a cost of 
£100 per year beyond the Recommended Date.
c. The minimum maturation period is 3 years, with an expected period of 5 years. The maximum maturation period offered is 7 years, at 
which point the whisky will be bottled.
d. The quality of whisky bearing the Cooper King Distillery name, whether under our own label or through a Cask sale, is paramount. We 
strongly advise the Owner to agree to a bottling date as close to the Recommended Date as possible. 
e. Complimentary 100ml annual samples will be drawn from the Cask and presented to the Owner at Cask Owners’ Days, to allow the 
Owner to taste spirit development. The Distillery will pay the Duty on these samples. If the samples cannot be collected on a Cask Owners’ 
Day, they will be retained for the Owner to take ownership of upon bottling of the final whisky. Small samples will also be drawn from time 
to time by the Distillery to monitor spirit maturation.
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f. Some loss of spirit is expected during the maturation process. Natural evaporation and subsequent loss of spirit from Casks will occur at 
an approximate annual rate of 2% (the ‘Angel’s Share’). This percentage may vary slightly from year to year. Bottling losses of approximately 
1% are also to be expected.
g. For example, a 100-litre Cask could yield approximately 87 bulk litres after five years. However, losses can vary with length of maturation, 
climate, and location of Cask within the bonded warehouse. We give no guarantee of the amount of spirit bottled at the end of the 
maturation period.
h. Wooden casks are a natural product, and variation in matured spirit does occur. If for some reason the matured spirit is significantly 
below the standard expected of a Distillery single malt whisky release, as judged by the Distillery tasting panel, the Distillery will exchange 
the Cask for a similar type and age at the Owner’s request.

6. ADDITIONAL BENEFITS
a. Each Owner will be sent a Cask Owner’s Toolbox within 8 weeks of payment being received. The Toolbox contains an embossed 
membership certificate, a signed letter from the Distillery founders, four branded Glencairn tasting glasses, four distillery tasting notebooks, 
four lapel badges and a Cask Owner’s jacket. 
b. From the date of purchase to the date of bottling Cask Owners will also benefit from a 10% discount off future purchases in the distillery 
shop and online store (excluding further Cask purchases and Founders’ Club packages), access to future special single cask bottlings, a 
complimentary tour of the distillery (to be booked in advance) and exclusive access to Cask Owners’ Days, held at the Distillery.
c. You are welcome to visit your Cask at any time by appointment. We will do our best to accommodate your visit, though cannot guarantee 
visits outside of Cask Owners’ Days.

7. BUYBACK
a. The Distillery will offer to buy back a Cask if the Owner does not want to proceed with bottling on or within 3 months following the 
Recommended Date. The buyback price will be at the full original purchase price minus a £50 administration fee. 
b. After a period of more than 3 months has passed following the Recommended Date, the Distillery will not buy back a Cask if the Owner 
decides not to proceed with bottling.

8. BOTTLING, LABELLING AND DELIVERY
a. All bottling and labelling will be carried out by Cooper King Distillery.
b. The date at which the spirit is bottled (the “Bottling Date”) will be agreed with the Owner, and should occur on or within 3 months 
following the Recommended Date, and shall not be before bottling of the Distillery’s own Inaugural Release whisky.
c. The Bottling Date can be postponed at the Owners request, to a date in accordance with the maximum 7 year maturation period.
d. The Owner can choose to have their whisky bottled at 46% abv or cask strength (approximately 60% abv). All bottles will be non-chill 
filtered and no colouring will be added.
e. The Cask must be bottled in its entirety. 
f. The Owner’s whisky will be labelled with a Distillery-designed Cask Owner’s label, bottled in the Distillery’s ‘house style’ premium glass 
bottle, closed with a suitable closure, finished with a tamper proof seal and packed into cases. The label will have space available for the 
Owner to include a printed message or name, if they wish, for no extra charge.
g. Delivery or collection of the Owner’s whisky should be arranged and paid for by the Owner after bottling, and a suitable delivery/
collection date agreed between the Owner and Cooper King Distillery. Risk shall pass to the Owner at the point of collection by you or 
your representative or carrier from the Distillery.
h. Cooper King Distillery may organise delivery on behalf of the Owner at cost price plus an additional £50 administration fee. 

9. UK WAREHOUSE OWNERS AND WAREHOUSE GOODS REGULATIONS
a. To comply with the UK Warehouse Owners and Warehouse Goods Regulations (“WOWGR”) you are required to confirm that you are 
a private individual purchasing the filled Cask for private consumption or gifting and that the ultimate bottled whisky produced from the 
Cask will not be sold or traded for profit. Your signing of the Cask Order Form will be deemed by us to be your confirmation of WOWGR 
compliance.

10. CAPITAL GAINS TAX 
a. For UK tax payers, UK Capital Gains Tax is not applicable as whisky is regarded as a “tangible”, “moveable” and “wasting asset”. Whisky 
purchased in cask for personal use or as gifts for family, friends, etc. should therefore be exempt from Capital Gains Tax on realisation of the 
asset.
b. We do not, however, make any representations or guarantees in respect of exemption or otherwise from Capital Gains or any other form 
of personal tax and you should consult your own independent financial advisors, tax advisors or solicitors in connection with such matters.

11. NON PAYMENT OR LOSS OF CONTACT
a. In the event that we are unable to contact you within 6 months after (i) the Recommended Date and/or (ii) any payment due under these 
terms and conditions is not made when due, we reserve the right to sell the Cask and the spirit and to hold the proceeds on your behalf. 
Sale costs, warehousing costs and any other related costs which we may have incurred will be deducted from any proceeds held.

12. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
a. The expression “Cooper King Distillery”, “The Freer Spirit” and all associated logos and devices are the property of Cooper King 
Distillery Limited and the copyright, designs and all rights are owned by and intellectual property reserved by Cooper King Distillery 
Limited.
b. Nothing in this contract will grant you any rights or licence to any of our intellectual property rights.

13. LIABILITY
a. Nothing in these terms shall exclude the liability of either party for death or personal injury resulting from negligence, fraud, fraudulent 
misrepresentation, or any other liability which may not be excluded by applicable law. Subject to this and unless otherwise provided in these 
terms, we shall not be liable for any form of indirect, special or consequential loss whatsoever or howsoever and our entire liability under 
this contract of sale shall be limited to an amount equal to the price of the Cask.

If you require any further information please get in touch with Chris on 07738 226 776, 01347 232 838 or chris@cooperkingdistillery.co.uk.
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We look forward to welcoming you to 
the distillery soon.

WWW.COOPERKINGDISTILLERY.CO.UK
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Casks are sold on a first come, first served basis. Once we receive your signed and 
completed Cask Order Form in the post we will provide you with an acknowledgment via 
email and request you to proceed to make payment via bank transfer. Payment in full will 
be required to secure your cask. 

Once the cask has been filled and laid down for maturation you will be sent a certificate 
of ownership. You will then be deemed to have taken title.

Cask Owner Details
Your title, first name and last name will be included on the certificate of ownership. 
 

Title First name Last name

Address

Post code

Email Phone

I wish to purchase one cask from Cooper King Distillery at a price of £2,200.

In applying to purchase a cask under this offer I confirm that:
•	 I have read, understand and agree to the Terms and Conditions.
•	 I understand I will be liable for the Intitial Cost and Final Costs as outlined in the 

Cask Offer document.
•	 I am of legal age for consuming and purchasing alcoholic beverages in the UK.
•	 I understand I will become the legal owner of the cask.
•	 I am a private individual purchasing the filled cask for private consumption or 

gifting and that the ultimate bottled whisky produced from the cask will not be 
sold or traded for profit.

Signature of purchaser Date

Returning Your Form
Please print your form, fill in all the details then sign and date before returning to: Cooper 
King Distillery, The Old Stable, Stillington Road, Sutton-on-the-Forest, York, YO61 1EH.

If you require any further information please get in touch with Chris on 07738 226 776, 
01347 232 838 or email chris@cooperkingdistillery.co.uk.

CASK ORDER FORM
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